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The Wellmark Foundation Supports Development of a Statewide Health Data Warehouse

(DesM aines, 1owa) — The lowa Department of Public Health (IDPH) was awarded a twenty-
two-month, $150,000 grant from The Wellmark Foundation to create a satewide health data
warehouse. The warehouse will collect, organize and disseminate important health information
from multiple sources across the state. A 2007 capacity-building grant from the Foundation
supported establishment of a user-group as part of the research phase in the warehouse

devel opment plan.

“The IDPH Data Warehouse project will enhance the Department’ s ability to deliver timely and
cong stent popul ation-based datato loca communities,” says Tom Newton, director of the IDPH.
“The warehouse will provide loca public health partners and other stakeholders with online,
interactive access to hedth data, which they will use to conduct evidence-based needs
asessments, identify heath priorities and prevention targets, plan programs and services, and
make important decisions to improve health conditionsin their communities.”

A team of IDPH gaff will work closely with aninformation technology company to design,
develop and implement the data warehouse with nine initial datasets. The datasetswill include
births (vital records), deaths (vital records), inpatient hospital discharge data, health and financid
information from the lowa Department of Human Services, Behavior Risk Factor Surveillance
Systems (BRFSS), lowa Y outh Survey (1YS), lowa Disease Surveillance Sysem (IDSS), U.S.
Census, and Childhood Lead Leve Surveillance System.

According to Newton, the warehouse will alow usersto combine data from different internal and
externd sources, aswell as different datasets, which will result in more thorough, holigtic
assesaments and analyses of public heath. For more information on the IDPH Data Warehouse,
vigt www.idph.gate.iausadper/data warehouse.asp or contact M artha Gelhaus at

mgel haus@idph.gateiaus or (515) 242-5224.

The Wellmark Foundation has provided nearly $16.3 million to fund 412 health-related grantsin
lowa and South Dakota since 1997, including $593,558 this cycle. “ The We Imark Foundation
worksto improve the hedth of lowans and South Dakotans,” says Matthew McGarvey, director
of The Wellmark Foundation. “ The IDPH Data Warehouse will provide an important and greatly
needed service - accessible and meaningful health information for local stakehol ders across lowa.
The datawill ultimately be used by locd health boards, public health agencies and many othersto



make important decisions impacting the heath status in their communities and the state.”

The Welmark Foundation isa private, non-profit foundation created by Wellmark, Inc., doing

bus ness as Wellmark Blue Cross and Blue Shield of lowa. The Foundation is offering two new
grant programsin 2009. The Growing Up LEAN: Living to be Energetic, Active, and Nutrition
Grant Program supporting childhood obesity prevention projects has an application deadline of
April 21, 2009. The deadline for the Healthy Communities Grant Program: Supporting a
Culture of Wellness and Prevention supporting community-based wellness and prevention
projectsis September 3, 2009. Visit The Wellmark Foundation's Web ste a

www.wel Imark.com/foundation for grant application ingructionsaswell asalist of previous grant
recipients. Wellmark Blue Cross and Blue Shidd and The Wellmark Foundation are independent
licensees of the Blue Cross and Blue Shield Association.
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